Hosting a Scholastic Steel Challenge (SSC) Demo / Recruitment Event

The best way to recruit new members for your SSC team is to host an SSC demo. These events are easy to set up and run and take only a minimum of time and effort by a club. It is suggested that you use the stage “Smoke & Hope”, which is the easiest and fastest of the stages. If you expect to have a good number of more experienced shooters you can set up “Roundabout” as a second stage. 

It only takes a few people to run the event, one person handling registration (name, contact info, including email address) and a least two Range Officers. The only equipment needed (besides targets) is a table at the shooters box, a table for ammunition and extra magazines and a “production” handgun (for a complete list of pistols that qualify see the USPSA Production list http://www.uspsa.org/uspsa-NROI-production-gunlist.php. It is recommended that you use at least five or six magazines so you’ll always have a fresh magazine so your new shooters don’t have to wait. Load each magazine with 10 rounds. Also to keep things moving along, don’t paint the targets in between shooters; this is not necessary for this type of event, only paint when needed which could be every 15-20 shooters. After the event, using the names you gathered at registration, follow up with a call or email to see how they like shooting steel and if they would like to join an SSC team. 

When to Schedule an SSC Demo

Scheduling an SSC event will of course depend on time/space availability at your club. If you’re club or range is already shooting Steel Challenge, hosting an SSC demo before or after the match is a good time since you already have the steel in place and it gives new shooters a chance to see how a match is run. If a club or range is new to Steel Challenge, a demo event is a good time to recruit both adult and youth shooters to the sport. Another good time is to work with your state wildlife agency and tie in with one of their “Day at the Range” events. If you live in states that have a strong Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP), which SSC is modeled after, contact the SCTP state director or local coach and inquire about setting up a demo during one of their shoots or state championships. 

